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unspannable by any causal bridge, is characteristic not
only of eminent but also of formal causes. Is it not Lotze
who reminds us that the action between two material
bodies, if we only look deep enough, is quite as mys-
terious as interaction of the eminent kind ? To the
physicist who looks no further than his figures there is
of course all the difference in the world between the
mathematically calculable character of the former, and
the incalculable character of the latter, but this is a
question that concerns merely the value of the causal
idea for physical purposes, not the nature of the idea
itself. Moreover, since the category of reciprocity has
come into vogue, the unit of causal action is taken to be
an interaction between two substances, forces, or factors,
and the question as to the respective natures of agens
and fatiens regarded as irrelevant, from the point of
view of causality, agens and pattens] developing the
interchange, each according to its own nature.

The third link introduces us to that mole-like creature,
the "Inconceivable," whose grasp of facts is literally
determined by the reach of its own nose. Now, when
reach and grasp are co-extensive, it generally happens
that the common horizon is determined by the limits of
sense-perception. Thus when the brilliant imagination
of Prof. James is baffled by the fact of mental activity,
and he declares that mental activity is probably a mere
"postulate" because no amount of introspection can
possibly reveal it, he is simply identifying the inconceiv-
able with the unintuitable. But if this unintuitable
character of the action between mind and matter is the
obstacle alluded to in the motto on the third link, it is
an objection that applies in another and more funda-
mental way to all the connections which thought establishes.
" It is no objection," writes Sigwart in a striking passage,
"that we can form no intuitable picture of what takes
place," for "what we can intuit is never more than the
event and the linking of events, never the fact that the
one is grounded by the other. For ordinary conscious-
ness the connection between my will and the motion of